
A charity which advises medics to refer to a vagina as a “bonus hole” to

avoid upsetting transgender men has been accused of dehumanising

women.

Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust offers a guide on its website detailing the appropriate

language healthcare professionals should use when dealing with trans men.

“Bonus hole” and “front hole” are deemed acceptable alternatives to vagina, a

word which could “cause someone to feel hurt or distressed”, it states.

The advice features on a section of Jo’s website under the header “Language to

use when supporting trans men and/or non-binary people”.

The glossary was created in partnership with the LGBT Foundation.

Bev Jackson, a women’s rights activist and co-founder of LGB Alliance, said:

“Disgusting language like this which intentionally dehumanises women must be

rejected by all reasonable people.

“The fact is, women have vaginas. It’s appalling that anyone would think that

reality is offensive. If you think it’s offensive, then that’s your problem.

“There is no reason for the rest of society to adapt our language so as not to

offend people who are offended by reality.

“Some people wish to ignore the very clear biological differences between men

and women.”
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Caroline Fiske, founder of Conservatives for Women, told The Mail on Sunday

such guidance was leading to “more confused young people” that are

increasingly becoming “alienated from their own physicality and sex”.

Ms Fisk added: “If a woman is so triggered by the word vagina, I should imagine

she needs psychiatric help rather than the world bent to her never-ending list of

irrational demands.”

Jo’s was set up by businessman James Maxwell in memory of his wife, Jo, who

died at 40 from cervical cancer in 1999.

It is the only UK charity dedicated to women affected by cervical cancer.

A Jo’s spokesman said the information on its website was targeted at health

professionals supporting trans patients when attending cervical screenings.

A spokesman said: “The page includes a glossary of terms they may hear from

their patients and was developed with expert organisations who work with the

LGBT community.

“The page is not promoting the use of these phrases with all women, it is a list

of phrases that nurses may hear some patients prefer.

“Our mission at Jo’s is to prevent as many cervical cancers as possible, and a big

part of that is increasing uptake of cervical screening.

“Women are our main audience at Jo’s. However, some trans men and/or non-

binary people have cervixes and to reduce as many cervical cancers as possible

it is important that we also provide information for this group and the health

professionals who support them.”

%n

Sign up to the Front Page newsletter for free: Your essential guide to the

day's agenda from The Telegraph - direct to your inbox seven days a week .

MORE FROM THE TELEGRAPH

‘I hope I can inspire

people to see Caribbean

food in a new light’

Senior Tories say

Thatcherites must fight

‘true blue’ seats to avo…

Vulnerable husband

enslaved by wife and

live-in carer, court finds

Visit The Telegraph

© 2023 Microsoft Your Privacy Choices Privacy & Cookies Terms of use Advertise Feedback

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/women-and-girls/cervical-cancer-hpv-vaccine-screening-immunisation/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/01/30/replacing-word-mothers-birth-givers-may-put-womens-health-risk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/customer/secure/newsletter/?urlPath=front-page&WT.mc_id=tmgoff_syndicate_main_newsletter-signup-Front-Page&utm_source=tmgoff&utm_medium=tmgoff_syndicate&utm_content=main_newsletter-signup&utm_campaign=tmgoff_syndicate_main_newsletter-signup-Front-Page
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/food-and-drink/features/caribbean-food-new-light-five-star-kitchen-dom-taylor/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/07/14/thatcherites-blue-seats-tory-grandees-election/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/07/14/disabled-husband-enslaved-wife-carer-lover-jailed/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=2214802
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=2214802
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=521839
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=246338
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=2003950
windows-feedback://?contextid=509


Hollywood Unlocked

Mama June Reveals Her Daughter Anna’s Cancer Is

Terminal: ‘She’s At Stage Four’

70 699 58

Newsweek

Maybelline Faces Boycott
Calls After Using Man To
Promote Makeup

1k 163 106

OK! Magazine

Shania Twain Terrified Side
Effects of Her Lyme Disease
Are Returning After Brutal…

2 4

The Jerusalem Post

WHO says aspartame can
cause cancer, Israel issues no
warnings

1

Investor's Business Daily

Acadia's Newest Drug Just
Obliterated Sales
Expectations; Shares Hit…

Microsoft Start Health

How do people get
ringworm? What Harvard
Health Publishing and mor…

T he FDA announced yesterday that it had for the first time approved a

daily birth-control pill for over-the-counter sales. That’s a big change;

once the product, called Opill, is on the market—which may be as soon as early

2024—Americans will be able to buy daily hormonal birth control without a

prescription. That’s historic news, but hidden underneath it is another set of

firsts: In the coming months, Americans will also be able to grab an over-the-
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counter treatment for their heavy periods, cramps, headaches, and even

migraines; they’ll have prescription-free access to a drug for endometriosis and

polycystic ovary syndrome; and they’ll be able to buy a medication that can

mitigate the symptoms of menopause. It’s all in the same, progestin-based pill.

The FDA’s approval only covers Opill’s use as a form of birth control, but doctors

have been prescribing pills that contain progestin for noncontraceptive needs

for years. For the most part, the intervention works much better when the pills

include both progestin and estrogen. Adding that second hormone to the mix

amplifies all of progestin’s beneficial effects, plus helps control hormonal acne. It

also leaves more wiggle room in terms of timing: Progestin-only pills—

sometimes called a minipill—have a much shorter half-life in the body, so if you

don’t take them during the same three-hour window each day, they’re much

less reliable at preventing pregnancy, says Anne-Marie Amies Oelschlager, the

chief of pediatric and adolescent gynecology at Seattle Children’s. (Some

women are prescribed progestin-only pills because they are particularly

susceptible to certain risks associated with estrogen.)
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