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SNP admits to felling 16 million trees to develop w ind farms

Sc o ttish  To ry M SP Lia m  Kerr sa id � g u re w o u ld a sto n ish  th e pu blic  a n d c o m m u n itie s a ll ov er th e c o u n try h a d c ite d c o n c ern s a b o u t th e pro je c ts

B y Sim on  Joh n son , S COTTI SH  POLI TI CAL EDI TOR

19 July 2023 • 6:02pm

A lm o st 16 m illio n  tre e s h a v e b e en  c h o pp e d dow n  o n  pu blic ly  ow n e d la n d in  Sc o tla n d to  m a k e w a y fo r w in d fa rm s,  a n  SN P m in ister h a d a dm itte d a m id a

m a jo r driv e to  ere c t m o re tu rbin e s.

M a iri G o u g e o n ,  th e Ru ra l A � a irs Se c re ta ry,  e stim a te d th a t 15.7 m illio n  tre e s h a d b e en  felle d sin c e 2000  in  la n d th a t is c u rren tly  m a n a g e d by a g en c y

Fo re stry  a n d La n d Sc o tla n d (FLS) - th e e q u iv a len t o f  m o re th a n  1,700 p er da y.

Sh e in siste d th ere w a s a  pla n n in g  pre su m ptio n  in  fa v o u r o f  pro te c tin g  w o o dla n d a n d w in d fa rm  dev elo p ers  w o u ld b e ex p e c te d to  u n derta k e

“ c o m p en sa to ry pla n tin g  elsew h ere”.

Bu t Lia m  Kerr,  a  Sc o ttish  To ry M SP,  sa id th e pu blic  w o u ld b e “ a sto n ish e d”  a t th e to ta l a n d c ite d c o n c ern s a b o u t th e dev elo pm en ts th a t h a d b e en  ra ise d w ith

h im  “ by c o m m u n itie s a ll ov er th e c o u n try.”

Sc o tla n d a lrea dy h a s tu rbin e s th e o re tic a lly  c a pa ble o f  g en era tin g  8.4GW  o f p ow er,  w ell ov er h a lf  th e U K’s to ta l ,  bu t SN P m in isters w a n t to  a dd a  fu rth er 8-

12GW.

Pr otections for  unsp oiled w ild land water ed dow n

Th eir la te st pla n n in g  fra m ew o rk  rela xe s c o n trols o n  bu ildin g  m o re tu rbin e s,  w ith  pro te c tio n s fo r u n sp o ile d w ild la n d w a tere d dow n .
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Th e Joh n  M u ir Tru st,  a  c o n serv a tio n  c h a rity,  h a s w a rn e d th e n ew  th re sh old fo r a llow in g  w in d fa rm  c o m pa n ie s to  bu ild tu rbin e s o n  w ild la n d  is so  low  th a t

it a pp ea rs im p o ssible fo r th em  n o t to  m e e t it.

Th e SN P w in d p ow er ta rg e t a lso  in c lu de s repla c in g  existin g  tu rbin e s th a t m a y b e c o m in g  to  th e en d o f  th eir w o rk in g  life w ith  ev en  ta ller a n d la rg er

v ersio n s,  a  pro c e ss c a lle d “ rep ow erin g ”.

I t em erg e d ea rlier th is yea r th a t so m e dev elo p ers w a n t to  ere c t tu rbin e s u p to  850 fe e t ta ll,  th e e q u iv a len t o f  m o re th a n  60 do u ble de c k er bu se s.

I n  a  le tter to  M r Kerr,  da te d Ju ly  13,  M s G o u g e o n  sa id th e e q u iv a len t o f  a ro u n d 7,858 h e c ta re s o f  tre e s h a d b e en  c h o pp e d dow n  to  m a k e w a y fo r w in d fa rm s

sin c e 2000.

W ith  a n  a v era g e o f  2,000 tre e s p er h e c ta re,  sh e sa id: “ Th is g iv e s a n  e stim a te d to ta l o f  15.7 m illio n  tre e s w h ic h  h a v e b e en  felle d in  o rder to  fa c ilita te

w in dfa rm  dev elo pm en t.”

Th e m in ister a dde d: “ Rem ov a l sh o u ld o n ly  b e p erm itte d w h ere it w o u ld a c h iev e sig n i� c a n t a n d c lea rly  de� n e d a dditio n a l pu blic  b en e� ts.

‘Develop er s m ust pr ovide com p ensator y planting’

“ W h ere w o o dla n d is rem ov e d in  a sso c ia tio n  w ith  dev elo pm en t,  dev elo p ers w ill g en era lly  b e ex p e c te d to  prov ide c o m p en sa to ry pla n tin g  in  o rder to  a v o id a

n e t lo ss o f  w o o dla n d.”

Sh e sa id m a n y o f  th e felle d tre e s w ill h a v e b e en  “ repla n te d o n  site”  o r repla c e d elsew h ere,  a n d th e v a st m a jo rity  w ere pa rt o f  a  c o m m erc ia l c ro p th a t w o u ld

h a v e b e en  c h o pp e d dow n  a n y w a y “ a t th e en d o f  th eir ro ta tio n ”.

Bu t M r Kerr,  a  N o rth  Ea st M SP,  sa id: “ M o st p e o ple w ill b e a sto n ish e d to  se e th e n u m b er o f  tre e s c u t dow n  to  m a k e w a y fo r w in d fa rm s.

“ I ’v e b e en  c o n ta c te d m a n y tim e s by ru ra l c o m m u n itie s a ll ov er th e c o u n try q u e stio n in g  th e lo c a tio n  o f  th e se dev elo pm en ts,  sh a rin g  leg itim a te c o n c ern s

n o t ju st a b o u t th e v isu a l im pa c t bu t a lso  da m a g e to  w ildlife a n d bu sin e ss. N ow  w e lea rn  th ere’s sig n i� c a n t da m a g e w h en  it c o m e s to  tre e s.”

H e sa id m in isters “ m u st b e a liv e”  to  th e “sig n i� c a n t c o sts”  th a t c o u ld b e in c u rre d w ith  th e sitin g  o f  w in d fa rm s.

FLS sa id it h a d pla n te d m o re th a n  500 m illio n  tre e s sin c e 2000 a n d th e q u a n tity  felle d fo r w in d fa rm s e q u a te d ro u g h ly to  its a n n u a l h a rv e stin g  pro g ra m m e.

A  sp ok e sm a n  sa id: “ Ren ew a ble en erg y g en era te d fro m  w in d fa rm s is a  k ey elem en t in  Sc o tla n d’s re sp o n se to  th e c lim a te em erg en c y a n d th e sh ift tow a rds

n e t zero  a n d th e in fra stru c tu re o n  la n d th a t w e m a n a g e g en era te s en o u g h  p ow er fo r 600,000 h o m e s.”

M o ra g  W a tso n ,  dire c to r o f  p olic y  a t tra de b o dy Sc o ttish  Ren ew a ble s sa id: “ Th e v ola tile pric e o f  im p o rte d g a s  h a s left en erg y c o n su m ers su � erin g  so m e o f

th e h ig h e st pric e s in  liv in g  m em o ry,  a lo n g side a  c lim a te em erg en c y w h ic h  m ea n s c u ttin g  th e a m o u n t o f  c a rb o n  w e em it a s q u ic k ly  a s p o ssible.

“ Bu ildin g  n ew  w in d fa rm s - th e c h ea p e st fo rm  o f p ow er g en era tio n  - ta c k le s b o th  pro blem s a t o n c e.”
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